AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



1. (Currently amended) A method for controlling the installation behaviors of a 
computing device during a software update installation, the method comprising: 

obtaining [[a]] software update in formation to be installed on the computing device , the 
software update information comprising a software update, a rule for applicability of the 
software update, and an installation attribute for controlling the installation of the software 
update ; and 

determining whether an installation attribute is associated with the software update; the 
software update is applicable to the computing device and if so: 

selectively modifying the installation behavior of the computing device according 
to the installation attribute if it is -4et ermine d-4h xit an installation attribute is associated with the 
softwa re update ; and 

installing the update on the client computer according to the modified installation 

behavior . 

2. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 1, \\h cr em-det e rm i ni n g ^svh c the r an 
in stallation attribute -is-as sociated with the software upda te- comprises determining whether a 
man datory installation -attribute is associated with the software update; and wherein the 
installation attribute comprises a mandatory installation attribute; and 

wherein selectively modifying the installation behavior of the computing device 
according to the mandatory installation attribute if it is de termi ned that a mandatory installation 
attribut e- is associated with the software update comprises disallowing the user of the computing 
device to selectively not install the software update on the computing device. 

3. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 1, wherein determining whether an 
the installation attribute [[is]] associated with the software update comprises determinin g 
whether a priority installation attribute is associated with th e s oft ware update ; and 
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wherein selectively modifying the installation behavior of the computing device 
according to the priority installation attribute if it is determined that a priority installation 
al4-i41->ute- is associated with the s o ftware update comprises temporarily increasing the network 
bandwidth request for downloading the software update's content. 

4. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 1, wherein determi ni ng whether an 
the installation attribute is asso rt ed with the software update comprises de termining whether a 
deadline installation attribute is associated with the software update ; and 

wherein selectively modifying the installation behavior of the computing device 
according to the deadline installation attribute if it is determined that a deadline insta JMton 
attribttte4s-asse ciated with the software update comprises: 

determining whether the deadline for the deadline installation attribute has passed, 
and if so, automatically installing the software update without further user interaction. 

5. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 1, wherein determining whether an 
the installation attribute [[is]] associated with the software update comprises determining 
whether a zero system interruption (ZSI) installation attribute is associated with the software 
update ; and 

wherein selectively modifying the installation behavior of the computing device 
according to the ZSI installation attribute if it is determined that a ZSI installation attribute is 
associated with the software update comprises: 

determining whether the computing device is configured to automatic installation 
of ZSI software updates, and if so, automatically installing the software update without further 
user interaction. 

6. (Currently amended) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable 
instructions which, when executed on a client computing device, carry out a method for 
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controlling the installation behaviors of the computing device during a software update 
installation, the method comprising the steps of: 

obtaining [[a]] software update information to be installed on the computing device , the 
software update information comprising: a software update, a rule for the applicability of the 
software update, and an installation attribute operable for controlling the installation of the 
software update ; 

determining whether an installation attribute is associated with the software update; the 
sweep date is applicable to the client computing device, and if so: 

selectively modifying the installation behavior of the computing device according 
to the installation attribute if it is determined that an installation attribute is associated with the 
s oftware update ; and 

installing the update on the client computer according to the modified installation 

behavior . 

7. (Currently amended) The method computer-readable medium of Claim 6 carried 
out by executing fhe- comput ef- cxccutablc instruction of the computer readable medium , wherein 
d etermining w het her an the installation attribute [[is]] associated with the software update 
comprises 4c4cffliining whether a mandatory installation attribute rs-a&s ociatcd with the software 
update ; and 

wherein selectively modifying the installation behavior of the computing device 
according to the mandatory installation attribute if it is determined that ^-mand atory installation 
attributc -is- associatcd with the software -u pdate comprises disallowing the user of the computing 
device to selectively not install the software update on the computing device. 

8. (Currently amended) The method computer-readable medium of Claim 6 earned 
out by executing the-eonifHitcr executable instruction of the compute r-fea dable medium , wherein 
4otefffl-H-u ng whether an the installation attribute [[is]] associated with the software update 
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comprises determi ni ng whether a priority installation attribute is associated with the software 
update y an d 

wherein selectively modifying the installation behavior of the computing device 
according to the priority installation attribute if it is determin ed- that a priority installation 
attribute is associated with the softw ares- update comprises temporarily increasing the network 
bandwidth request for downloading the software update's content. 

9. (Currently amended) The method computer-readable medium of Claim 6 carried 
out by e ^e^rti-n g the computer executable instruct i on of the computer readable m edium, wherein 
determining whether an the installation attribute [[is]] associated with the software update 
comprises determining whether a deadline installation attribute is associated with the softwar e 
update ; and 

wherein selectively modifying the installation behavior of the computing device 
according to the deadline installation attribute if it is de t ermined that a deadline installation 
attribute is associated with the softw are-update comprises: 

determining whether the deadline for the deadline installation attribute has passed, 
and if so, automatically installing the software update without further user interaction. 

10. (Currently amended) The method computer-readable medium of Claim 6 carried 
out by executing the computer executable instruction of the computer readable medium , wherein 
det ermining whc4her-aft the installation attribute [[is]] associated with the software update 
comprises determining whether a zero system interruption (ZSI) installation attribute is 
associ ate d with the software update ; and 

wherein selectively modifying the installation behavior of the computing device 
according to the ZSI installation attribute if it is determine d-fea t a ZSI installation attribute is 
associated with the software update comprises: 
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determining whether the computing device is configured to automatic installation 
of ZST software updates, and if so, automatically installing the software update without further 
user interaction. 

11. (Currently amended) A method for controlling the installation behaviors of a 
computing device during a software update installation according to associated installation 
attributes, the method comprising the steps of: 

obtaining [[a]] software update information to be installed on the computing device , the 
software update information comprising a software update, a rule for the applicability of the 
software update, and an installation attribute operable for controlling the installation of the 
software update ; 

determining whether the installation attribute is a mandatory installation attribute is 
associated with the software update , and if so, modifying the installation behavior of the 
computing device with respect to the software update such that the user of the computing device 
is prevented from selectively not installing the software update on the computing device; 

determining whether the installation attribute is a priority installation attribute is 
associated with the software updat e, and if so, modifying the installation behavior of the 
computing device with respect to the software update by temporarily increasing the network 
bandwidth request for downloading the software update's content; 

determining whether the installation attribute is a deadline installation attribute is 
associated with the software up date, and if so, modifying the installation behavior of the 
computing device with respect to the software update such that the software update will be 
automatically installed on the computing device without user interaction if a deadline 
corresponding the deadline installation attribute has passed; 

detemiining whether the installation attribute is a zero service interruption (ZSI) 
installation attribute is associated with the software update , and if so, modifying the installation 
behavior of the computing device with respect to the software update such that the software 
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update will be automatically installed on the computing device without user interaction if the 
computing device is properly configured; and 

installing the update on the client computer according to the modified installation 
behavior. 
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